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Overview
Politicians seek only money and votes. Citizens control all the money and votes but have never participated 
broadly and systematically to allocate their control of those resources to affect governance. North 
Americans possess a “participatory surplus” fueling open source software and presidential campaigns, 
energizing millions. Well-understood social networking services could provide a barackobama.com for 
constituents of any politician and for the stakeholders of any government agency or service. How might 
campaign web site experts design and host a network to govern governance?

"Surrounded" online by fully empowered and well informed, networked constituencies, our politicians and 
government employees would be motivated by self-interest to attend carefully to any policy formulations 
carrying the force of voters' money and votes.

Such a system must engage real-world mechanisms to control the existing levers of government. Politicians 
are moved not by pure argument or the honest expression of their constituents' preferences, but  by their 
career interests. Any social network aimed at empowering constituents must take those realities into 
account. The overarching reality is that political power—governance—is regional. Voters’ networks for 
governance must map to voters’ real-world, geographical jurisdictions.

The 2008 U.S. presidential campaign proved Clay Shirky right, having observed that we have a "huge, and 
largely unused, participatory surplus of people who are ready to contribute to efforts and causes larger than 
themselves.”

We need a citizen-owned barackobama.com for every congressional district, senate seat, state and hamlet. 
For good measure, throw in a few thousand more, to support and guide each agency and bureau–and the 
Presidency: why should candidates own our presidential conversation? Our platform therefore makes it 
easy to create thousands of barackobama.com’s by locality, nested localities, agencies, and candidates, and 
enables these to interact in ways that reflect their real-world interaction.

The gold standard for a US governing network would be a network of 435 virtual congressional districts, 
each of which is associated with one of the 435 "real" districts:
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The four elements of 
governance:

   1. Viewpoints
   2. Money
   3. Votes
   4. Careers
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3. Votes
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The Elements of Governance:

38,935
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The Elements of Governance:

11,481
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House Subcommittee on Cyber Security

With virtual districts established, a reproducible 
workflow would become possible. There are four 
obvious phases:

1. Draft legislation

2. Campaign in the Subcommittees

3. Campaign in the Committees

4. Get the vote out in each chamber

The Congress

iVote4U.US
535 OverSites

Joining the Congressional Dialogue
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Activists ID committees & 
politicians who mix the filling 
before it goes in the sausage

MixedInk



iVote4U
FB App

iVote4U.us
435 District sites
100 Senate sites

1,000,000 Expert Voters: Rating Pols based on issues
500,000 Super Voters: Address-certified Expert Voters

1 Presidential site

Goals:

Link to 
Causes
FB App

Issues
Activists

Federation of SuperVoters



   Identify: 
• iVote4U voters sharing your issues
     ■ These are Your iV4U voters
• Key Hearings and Legislation
• Key politicians' States or Districts
     ■ Analyze the Committee votes. 
        (especially the swing votes)    

House Subcommittee 
on Cyber Security

The Political Opportunity 
for all Policy Wonks,
Issues Campaigns, 
Non-profits,
Activists

Publicize the certified voters pledged 
to vote based on your issue.

❸
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Get out the facts: 
Your iVote4U voters 
VotePoke their Facebook 
friends in key states and 
districts.

Mobilize Your 
iVote4U voters

The voter-powered cycle of   
cloud-based political clout
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